
Kemsing, Kent
Sold Copperfields II

This wonderful four-bedroom house was built to a design by 
the eminent architects Fry, Drew &amp; Partners in 1964. 
Better known for large-scale projects overseas, they applied 
a characteristic sensitivity when designing this group of 
homes in the village of Kemsing, four miles from Sevenoaks. 
The current owners have meticulously renovated this house, 
which measures 1,680 sq ft, introducing contemporary 
details while retaining the Mid-Century Modern essence of 
the architects’ design.

The group of houses at Copperfields is nestled in a quiet 
corner of Kent, and this one is part of a cluster of four that 
lie at the heart of the development. The house has a private 
driveway and double-length garage, connected to the house 
via a path through the garden.
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Copperfields II

The house has been thoughtfully restored throughout, with 
new black-framed windows that emphasise the building’ 
sharp profile. Entry is to the kitchen, which has been 
sensitively modernised. The owners have undertaken an 
intelligent re-thinking of each space, using materials that 
feel both appropriate and contemporary such as the terrazzo 
flooring which runs underfoot.

There are some wonderful mid-century features in the large 
living room, which adjoins the kitchen via an in-built dining 
area. A sculptural new wood burner and Crittal doors that 
lead onto the garden chime with the original oak-panelled 
ceilings, exposed brick pillar and a black ceramic tile 
fireplace. At the end of the room, a picture window frames 
the view onto the verdant garden. There is also a bright 
home office on the ground floor, along with a WC and a 
utility room.

An original open-tread staircase leads up to four bedrooms 
on the first floor. Three of these have mono-pitched wood-
panelled rooflines that create a pleasing sense of volume. 
Clerestory windows also run the length of this side of this 
house, drawing ambient north-facing light into each room. 
There is a family bathroom, and the largest bedroom has an 
en-suite shower room.

The large garden is south-facing, with an L-shaped sunken 
patio that encircles the living spaces. Mature planting 
embeds the elegant building in its rural setting and a huge 
grape-vine and some small trees provide welcome dappled 
shade.

Edwin Maxwell Fry (1899 – 1987) and Dame Jane Drew 
(1911 – 1996) were two of the most important figures in 
20th-century British architecture, with many of the schemes 
that they worked on having been subsequently listed by 
Historic England (although the houses at Kemsing are not 
listed). Fry worked alongside Le Corbusier and Walter 
Gropius and is widely acknowledged as being one of the key 
figures in introducing Modernism to the UK.

Kemsing is a historic Kent village that lies in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty close to the North Downs. 
There is a small collection of local shops in the village, as 
well as a primary school, library and doctor’s surgery. The 
larger town of Sevenoaks is approximately four miles away 
and provides train services to London in under 30 minutes 
as well as a broad range of shops, restaurants, and other 
services. There is a good number of highly-rated schools, 
both state and private, in the Sevenoaks area.
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About

The Modern House is an estate agency that helps people 
live in more thoughtful and beautiful ways. We believe in 
design as a powerful force for good. Inspired by the 
principles of modernism, we represent design-led homes 
across the UK which celebrate light, space and a truth to 
materials. Esquire credits The Modern House with 
“rewriting the rulebook on estate agency” and GQ voted us 
“one of the best things in the world”.
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